Detection of herpes simplex virus in women with acute pelvic inflammatory disease.
Four women are described with acute salpingitis confirmed by laparoscopy who had herpes simplex virus (HSV) isolated from the cervix or the upper genital tract (endometrium, fallopian tube, or cul-de-sac) or both. None of the patients had overt genital herpes, but one had typical HSV cervitis on a cervicovaginal smear stained with Papanicolaou's stain, one had a significant change in level of antibodies to HSV, and one had an endometrial biopsy specimen positive for HSV antigen. There are at least three potential explanations for these findings: chronic viral shedding, viral reactivation caused by acute pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), or that the PID was actually caused by HSV. Further prospective studies are needed to document the role of HSV in causing PID.